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ESC EDUCATION PROGRAM 
ACADEMIC FRAMEWORK 
2026–2029 

1. PURPOSE 

The ESC Education Program is the official educational framework of the European 
Shooting Confederation for the development of Coaches, International Technical 
Officials (ITOs), and Sport Managers. 

The purpose of the Program is to establish common European standards in coach, 
international technical officials and managers education while respecting the specific 
technical requirements of Rifle, Pistol and Shotgun disciplines. 

The Program aims to: 
• Develop qualified coaches across Europe. 
• Develop and certify International Technical Officials. 
• Support the professional development of sport managers and event organisers. 
• Create unified educational standards within ESC. 
• Support National Federations in developing coaches, officials and managers. 
• Improve athlete and competition performance through education. 
• Establish progressive certification pathways. 

2. EDUCATIONAL PHILOSOPHY 

The Program is based on four principles: 

1. Safety First 
2. Excellence through Education 
3. Evidence-Based Practice 
4. Lifelong Learning 

All educational activities within the Program shall combine: 

• theoretical knowledge 
• practical application 
• reflective learning 
• continuous professional development 

3. ACADEMIC STRUCTURE 

The Program consists of three educational streams: 
A. Coach Education; 
B. Technical Officials Education; 
C. Sport Management Education. 
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A. Coach Education Program consists of four levels. 

Foundation Level – Foundation Coach 
Purpose: Introduction to coaching and shooting sport fundamentals. 
Format: Online 
Duration: 24 hours 
Certification: ESC Foundation Coach Certificate 

Target Group: 
• Beginner coaches 
• Former athletes 
• Club coaches 
• Youth coaches 

Participation may be open to individuals endorsed by National Federations or 
otherwise approved by ESC. 

Level 1 – National Coach 
Purpose: Development of discipline-specific coaching competence. 
Format: Blended learning 
Duration:50 hours 
Certification:ESC National Coach Certificate 

Target Group: 
• Active coaches 
• Club coaches 
• National Federation nominees 

Level 2 – Advanced Coach 
Purpose: Development of advanced coaching methodology and performance 
management. 
Format:Blended learning 
Duration:65 hours 
Certification:ESC Advanced Coach Certificate 

Target Group: 
• Experienced coaches 
• National level coaches 

Level 3 – High Performance Coach 
Purpose: Preparation for coaching elite and international athletes. 
Format:Seminars, mentoring and project work at the Range 
Admission to Level 3 is subject to tutor recommendation. Successful completion of 
Level 2 alone does not automatically guarantee admission to Level 3. 
Duration:80 hours 
Certification:ESC High Performance Coach Certificate 

Target Group: 
• National Team Coaches 
• High Performance Coaches 
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B. Technical Officials Education 

Technical Officials Education shall be conducted in close cooperation with the ESC 
Technical Committee to ensure high standards in the preparation and certification of 
International Technical Officials. 
 

• ESC International Technical Official 

• Advanced International Technical Official 

• Technical Delegate & Jury Education 
 

C. Sport Management Education 
• Competition Management 

• Event Operations 

• Sport Administration 

• Leadership & Governance  

4. COMMON CURRICULUM STRUCTURE FOR COACH EDUCATION 

Each coach level shall follow a common structure regardless of discipline. 

• Module A 
Coaching Principles 

• Module B 
Safety, Ethics and Safeguarding 

• Module C 
Communication and Leadership 

• Module D 
Athlete Development 

• Module E 
Training Planning and Methodology 

• Module F 
Technical Development 
(Discipline Specific) 

• Module G 
Practical Coaching 
(Discipline Specific) 

• Module H 
Assessment 

• Module I 
Project Work (where applicable) 

5. DISCIPLINE-SPECIFIC CONTENT 

The following disciplines are recognised: 

• Rifle 
• Pistol 
• Shotgun 

Modules A–E and H shall be common for all disciplines. Modules F and G shall 
contain discipline-specific content. 
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6. ASSESSMENT PRINCIPLES 

Assessment may include: 

• Online tests 
• Written assignments 
• Practical demonstrations 
• Case studies 
• Projects 
• Presentations 

Minimum pass mark:  

Level Pass Mark 

Foundation 75% 

Level 1 80% 

Level 2 85% 

Level 3 90% 

Attendance requirement: 100% for practical sessions. 

7. CERTIFICATION POLICY 

Certificates shall be issued only upon: 

• completion of all modules 
• successful assessment 
• fulfilment of attendance requirements 

Certificates shall include: 

• participant name 
• level 
• discipline 
• date 
• unique certificate identification number 

Certificates may be issued in digital or printed format. ESC reserves the right to 
suspend, withdraw or revoke certificates in cases of fraud, misconduct or violation of 
ESC regulations. 

8. ACADEMIC GOVERNANCE 

8.1. Education Director. Responsible for: 

• academic standards 
• curriculum development 
• tutor supervision 
• quality assurance 

8.2. Education Coordinator. Responsible for: 
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• administration 
• scheduling 
• LMS coordination 
• communication 

8.3. Tutors. Responsible for: 

• delivery of modules 
• development of discipline-specific content 
• participant assessment 

8.4. Education Expert. Responsible for: 

• educational review 
• quality control 
• academic recommendations 

8.5. Coach council. Responsible for: 

• advising the Presidium on coaching matters; 

• reviewing coaching curricula; 

• providing recommendations regarding coach development initiatives; 

• supporting the strategic direction of the ESC Coach Education Program. 
 

9. QUALITY ASSURANCE 

All materials shall be reviewed before publication. Course evaluations shall be 
conducted after each course. The Program shall be reviewed annually by ESC 
Presidium. 

10. IMPLEMENTATION PLAN 

2026 
Launch of Coaching Education Level 0 
Launch of Coaching Education Level 1 
ITO Courses 
Development of Technical Officials Education Framework 
 
2027 
Launch of Coaching Education Level 2 
Launch of Coaching Education Level 3 
Development of Sport Management Curriculum 
 
2028 
Launch of Sport Management Education 
 
2029 
Full Program Review 
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